CHAPTER XVIII.
THE BROKEN CHAINS OF NAVAS DE TOLOSA.

THE Almoravides had always been viewed as rude
tyrants by their own fellow Mahommedans in Anda-
lusia, and in AI Garb (the west), now called Algarve, a
dervish named Ahmet-ben-Kossay, holding the same
form of doctrine as the Almolides, raised a revolt
which drove them beyond the Guadiana.

His success filled the Andalusians with hope.
.. Cordova, Valencia, Murcia, Granada, Ronda, Xerez, all
revolted, and chose their own leaders, till nothing was
left to the Almoravides but Seville. In Africa they were
faring equally ill Ali was dead, and his son Tashfyn,
after many defeats,, was shut up in Oran on the sea-
shore. He tried to escape at night., but was killed by
a fall from the rocks.

Morocco was taken after a long blockade, and Fez,
where the last Almoravid emir, Ali, had taken refuge,
was attacked. The river that flows through it was
dammed up by the Almoravides, till a great body of
water was collected as in a reservoir. Then they
destroyed the bank, the flood rushed forth, did in
one moment the work of a hundred battering-rams,
and made the place their own, on the very morning